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1. in a weeting on 19 April 1955, the employees of the USIA retail stores division

{CRT) ir the Muehlviertel, Upger Ausiiiz, worc briefed orn the current plasning

concerning the USIA retail stores after the signing of the Austrian State Treaty.

Alois Wipplinger, the ORT inspector in the Muehlviertel area, explained to the

group that ORT does not include furmer German property and therefore does not

fall in the ssme category as other USIA enterprises which Would be returmed to

Austris after the signing of the state treaty.l Ho said that ORT is a Soviet

firm with a relatively independent status within the USIA administration, that

it is directly responsible to tko Soviet Ministry of Foreign Trade.2
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3. Subsequent to the ammouncement of the Austrian State Treaty agreements in Moscow,
the sales turnover in USIA retail stores increased in some instances by as much
es 80 percent. One store attained a daily turnover of 100,000 Austrian schillings,
whereas the peak for the same store during the Christaas season bad only been
70,000 schillings. The strongest selling items were non-perishable goods such
as rugs, cameras and bicyecles. ,

L. It has been arithntically estimated that the total sales turnover of the 120
USIA retail store outlets in Austria during 1954 was between 962 million and
one billion Austrian schillings.
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Qg%_mg. All of USIA 1s respomsible, thrcugh CUSIMZ, to the Soviet Ministr25X1
of Foreism Trade.
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